Crusader Chronicle
Be Amazing and Register Early
Current Bethesda Christian Academy students
will be receiving RE-REGISTRATION PACKETS for
the 2018-2019 school year during the first week of
January. As a current Crusader, you may begin to
reserve your seat for the next school year on
January 14th. Registration will be open to the
general public on January 28th. We had several
classrooms filled to capacity this school year,
therefore we are encouraging all current families
to RE-REGISTER EARLY. We hope you love your
school and we hope you know how much we
enjoy serving your family.
As we strive to grow our school, we ask that you
remind neighbors, family and church friends about
the quality, faith-based education students
receive at BCA. If you recommend our school to a
prospective student, and that student becomes a
Crusader, BCA will thank you for the referral by
giving you a credit for your early re-registration
fee. That is FREE MONEY! That is better than a
Black Friday sale! We hope you will encourage
people to attend our Open House on Dec. 10th at
8:30 am or attend our Open House Dinner at
6:00 pm on January 8th. Spread the word on
Facebook or pass our postcards out at your
church. BCA is an awesome school and we hope
you will share that story with many.
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BCA Blessings
BCA is under the loving care of our Heavenly Father and He has blessed the academy with amazing parents, grandparents
and friends who consistently support this
ministry. Look at some of our recent blessings:

Thanks to the generosity of Todd and Tina
Gronewald, the BCA Café now has a new
electronic keypad door lock to enhance our
school security program. Security is a top
priority for the academy and this new system is much appreciated.
Thanks to the generous support from our
fall fundraiser, the middle school cottages
now have new outdoor awnings.

Winter Open House

Middle School is very excited
about their new awnings.
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Christmas Chapel/ MLK Day

All School Christmas Chapel
December 19th, 8:10 am

BCA Closed
January 21
BCA will be closed in
honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Please join us on this special day as our
school comes together to celebrate the true
meaning of Christmas.

Bethesda Baptist Church Cantata

Bethesda Baptist Church invites everyone to join them for their
“Christmas Makes Everything New” cantata.
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Scarecrow Day

First graders enjoyed their annual Scarecrow Day. The day began
with the scarecrows on parade for the school to enjoy. The scarecrows enjoyed pumpkin tic tac toe, leaf blowing , and the great
pumpkin broom sweep. The day ended with each scarecrow creating their own centerpiece to be used on their Thanksgiving table.
Thank you to all the parents who helped make this day so amazing
for first grade.

Elementary Christmas Musical
BCA elementary music students will present
Straight Outta Bethlehem next
Thursday, December 6th, at 1:30 and 6:30 in
the Bethesda Baptist Church worship center. Come and experience the “sleepy” little
village of Bethlehem where something BIG
and MIRACULOUS is about to happen . . .
the birth of the Messiah! Right in the midst
of all of the action is a group of orphans who
reside at the Inn of Bethlehem. These orphans learn and experience what it truly
means to be a part of the family of God as
they witness the birth of Jesus!

December 6th

1:30p.m. & 6:30p.m.
Bethesda Christian
Academy

5th Grade Parent Breakfast
Mr. Manning would like to invite all 5th grade parents and students to a breakfast
meeting on January 11th at 7:30 am (in the library). This meeting will be a fun morning to learn more about becoming a Crusader middle school student. Middle school is
such an incredible journey and we are looking forward to sharing with you just what
makes BCA middle school so unique. Make an informed decision about middle school
by getting all the facts. Come to our breakfast and we will provide the food and the
facts! We hope you will mark this date on your calendar. SAVE THE DATE: JANUARY 11th FROM 7:30 AM—8:00 AM.

Meet our Board
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Mrs. Christy Cifers: I am Christy Cifers and I have been attending Bethesda Baptist Church for about
7 years. I have served 2 full years on BCA’s Board. I have 3 children, all who have gone through our wonderful school. My oldest child, Braeden, came to BCA as a 2nd grader and was able to go through 8th
grade. Currently my other 2 children, Abby and Preston, are in the 5 th and 3rd grades respectively. I work
at SAS Institute as an Infant Lead Montessori teacher and have been there for nearly 20 years. I do love
to serve within my church and am very involved in our church’s children’s ministry, youth ministry, VBS
program, missions, and choir. My husband teaches a Sunday school class, and we are leaders of a small
group. My prayers and hopes for BCA are we continue to minister to our students and parents, grow as
God sees fit, and hopefully add a high school to this wonderful ministry!
Mr. Nathan Pennell: My name is Nathan Pennell and I am serving my first year on the BCA board. I
am currently a member of Bethesda Baptist Church and have been a member for 5 years. I grew up in
Durham where I attended Plainview Baptist Church from birth until I married Whitney Black in 2013.
We have two children, both boys, Easton 3 and Cameron 10 months. I am a graphic designer/vinyl
graphics manager at Dreamworks Motorsports in Roxboro, NC. I enjoy going on trips with my family, all
sports, and playing golf and disc golf. I serve at Bethesda by running the soundboard for Sunday morning
services and helping with facilities. My hope is that we can all make BCA the best school it can be and
bring young people to know and love Christ. I believe the school, preschool and church can all work as
one to make an extraordinary impact on individual lives and the community.
Mrs. Leanne Brennaman: My name is Leann Brennaman and I am a newly appointed member of the
BCA School Board. My family has been a part of BCA since my son, Joshua, started kindergarten in the
2016-2017 school year. We are members of Bethesda Baptist Church. I serve in the children’s ministry
and on the Constitution Team at church. I have a doctorate in biochemistry from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. I am self employed as a Senior Editor (contractor) with American Journal Experts, where I edit scientific manuscripts for non-native English speakers. I also work as a grant writer
for different organizations on a contract basis. I have donated my grant writing services to BCA to help
find funding for specific projects. My prayer for BCA is that attendance will increase so that we can serve
more families and reach more students with the gospel. I would like to see BCA expand to a high school.
The staff at BCA have been a blessing to my family and I look forward to serving on the school board to
help BCA continue to shine as a light for Jesus in Durham.
Mr. Darius Bryant: Hello my name is Darius Bryant and I am starting my 2 nd year on the board. We’ve
been a part of the BCA family for over 5 years since my son Tyler started in the 1 st grade.
I am very active in community work with the homeless as well as other community activities. I’ve worked
with children ministries along with coaching my son’s basketball team a few years back. I work at Verizon Business Center as a Customer Service Manager where I have been employed for over 2 yrs. and previous to that I worked for Target for over 12 years. My passion and desire is for BCA to grow, growing in
the hearts of our youth, growing in the passion our teachers have for the kids and for all of us to continue
to instill the Love of God in their hearts. Because when the school grows this means that God is reaching
more families that possibly would not have the chance to know God’s compassion.
Pastor Dale Brooks: My name is Dale Brooks. I was saved at 8 years old and have been a pastor for
more than 40 years. I have served as the Pastor of Grove Park Chapel in Durham since 1990. This is my
third year as a board member of Bethesda Christian Academy. My wife Karen was the first kindergarten
teacher at BCA several years ago and then started our Grove Park Chapel Preschool, which has had a
close relationship with BCA over the years. We have three grown children and one granddaughter. I appreciate BCA's commitment to Scripture and pray for increased enrollment and the door to open in the
near future for a high school.

Meet our Board cont.
Mrs. Stephanie Holt: My name is Stephanie Holt, and I have served on the Bethesda Christian Academy
School Board since 2016. My son, Ethan, has attended BCA since kindergarten. I am a member of Keystone
Baptist Church in Durham. I am a CPA and have worked at Steward Ingram & Cooper PLLC since 2003. I
work with a variety of clients including non-profits, medical practices, private schools, and closely held businesses. I provide audit and accounting services, as well as tax planning and preparation. I am honored to
have the opportunity to serve as the Chairman of the BCA school board. I pray that the school will continue
to grow and reach more families for Christ. BCA has been a blessing to our family as well as many others,
and I am thankful for the excellent education provided in a Christian environment.
Talmage Layton: My name is Talmage Layton and I have been a member of Bethesda Baptist Church
since 1957. Currently I am serving on the Deacon Board, Finance Committee, and Transportation Committee in addition to the BCA School Board for the past three years. I live in the Redwood community where I
farm and am active in the community. I am a member of the Redwood Ruritan Club and serve as mayor and
Program Committee Chairman. For many years I have been a charter member of the Redwood Volunteer
Fire Department, where I have served as a firefighter and Board of Director. Much of my time is spent working in the agriculture community. I am President of the Durham County Farm Bureau and serve on the
State Board of Directors for North Carolina. I am also the chairman of the Durham County Soil and Water
Board of Supervisors and also on the Durham County Farmland Preservation Board. I also serve on the executive board of the Piedmont Rural Community Development Council. I am chairman of the Area Four Agricultural Cost Share Committee and serve on the Strategic Planning Committee for the State Association of
Soil and Water Districts. I graduated from NC State University, and have been married to Sandra Layton
for 43 years.
Mrs. Toyosi Oneuemene: My name is Toyosi Onwuemene and am first and foremost a daughter of God
Most High, serving Him in various ministries. My first ministry is to my husband, Chiedu, and children, Jonathan and Joelle. I serve at Jubilee Christian Church International as a Bible Study and Sunday School
Teacher and as Head of the Jubilee Friendship Network, a welcoming ministry for newcomers. I also serve
as an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Duke University, where I care for patients, educate students and
trainees, and perform research. I am a published author and speaker and am always on the lookout for new
ways to serve. I have been a member of the BCA family since 2017.
Ms. Mya McMillian: My name is Mya McMillian, and I am a newly appointed board member of Bethesda
Christian Academy. I have two children, Zione CaZiah Oliver, a 6th grader and Ziah Simone-Na’lah Oliver, a
second grader at BCA. We attend Elevation Church in Morrisville, NC, which has shown my entire family
unit the beauty of serving. My favorite quote is, “Sometimes you have to pass by what you have planned to
get to God’s purpose.” I am the owner of a Family Childcare Facility located in Durham, NC where all children excel & pursue purpose through play. Most recently, I have obtained my Full License to Practice as a
Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) in the state of North Carolina. My ultimate desire is to own and operate a private counseling practice, designed to “Break Barriers of Trauma”. Dually noted, I am also a Licensed
Clinical Addiction Specialist (LCASA) in the state of North Carolina. In my spare time, I write poetry, provide individual and family therapy, as well as facilitate Psychoeducation and Empowerment groups. Since
my children enrolled at BCA three years ago, I have extended my arms to help in various ways. My desire is
to join BCA as we strive to continue inserting the love of Christ into the heart of others; especially those who
are broken and may not know “why” we continue to serve, to support, to educate, to pray, to guide, and ultimately strive for ways to persevere and improve. BCA has been a blessing to my family and it is my prayer
that both of my children graduate as seniors.
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Merry Christmas from our BCA
family to your family!
School Closed
Dec. 19 @ 11:45 – Jan. 2

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

9

3

4

10

5
No Elementary
Chapel

6

11

12
Bible Club Visits
The Nursing
Home

13

14

15

18

19

20
School Closed

21
School Closed

22

27
School Closed

28
School Closed

29

Open House
8:30 am

16

17

Christmas
Chapel 8:10 am
2nd nine weeks
ends

Elementary
Musical
1:30 & 6:30 pm

7

8
4th grade visits
Raleigh

Dismiss at 11:45

23

24
School Closed

30

31
School Closed

25
School Closed

26
School Closed
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Honor Roll Chapel

Night of Worship

January 9th,
8:10 am & 2:10

January 25th
7:00 pm
Join us for a wonderful
night together, as our
families come
together to sing praises
to our Lord.

Join us as we honor
A and A/B Honor Roll
students.

January 2019
Mon

Sun

6

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
School Closed

2
School Closed

3
Students Return
3rd nine weeks
begins

4

8

9
Honor Roll Chapel
8:10 am
2:10 pm

10

11

Open House
6:00 pm

Sat

5

12
Fifth Grade
Breakfast
7:30 am

13

14
Re-registration
begins

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
School Closed in
Observance of
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

22

23

24

25
Night of Worship
7:00 pm

26

27

28
29
Registration Open
to Public

30
Sixth Grade
Presents Chapel

31

